Study Time 26
Ephesians 3:20-21

“ Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”


These verse sound so familiar to us, don’t they?  Any time we are in a bind or a slump of some sort we quote or maybe think on these verses.  But what were they really used for?  Did Paul think the Ephesians were in a slump?  Let’s find out……


Paul is ending his prayer for the Ephesians.  He is also wrapping up the first section of the book which specifically deals with the sovereignty and grace of God through His purpose to unify all in Christ.  Why might Paul have put verses 20-21 at the end of chapter 3?

Paul overstates verse 21 to show just how true and powerful God really is.  He uses “far more abundantly.”  He could have just written “far more” but by adding “abundantly” it adds more emphasis.

What can God do “far more abundantly?”  He knows what we need without us even asking or knowing for ourselves.  With the Ephesians hearing Paul say this about god, it could only increase their “confidence through their faith in Him.” (3:12)  Why would you not rest when coming to understand this truth?  God is in control; just like He has been since the beginning of the foundations of this world.

*** How is God able to be in “this much control?”

*** How is it God’s power and not human power?


Look at verse 21- Paul ends the chapter praising God.  Paul desires God to be glorified in 2 things: What  are they?

1.

2.


Paul uses again 2 phrases that doubly emphasize his point that he wants God’s glory to reign.

1. “Throughout all generations”- explains the rest of humanity.

2. “Forever and ever..” – explains all of eternity; with or without humanity.

Application

After reading 3:20-21, can God be our little, magic genie?  We “rub” Him and we get what we want?  We ask for our 3 most wanted things and we will get them.  Is that the point Paul is making?  What is Paul’s point in these verse concerning God’s ablility to act?  Do we abuse these “powers” of God? How?
